What Nature Recovery
Means to Us

Shrewsbury

Town Councill




Quarry Park
Pocket Parks & Closed Churchyards

Recreation & Sporting Grounds

O u r G ro u n d S Allotment Sites
Portfolio

Public Open Space and Play

250 acres Countryside Land

12 Community Woodlands

Fishing Rights




Climate
Change &
Nature

Recovery
Committee

Standing Committee of Council

Has both Councillors and External
Stakeholders

Has the remit of seeking carbon
neutrality by 2030

Has a £250,000 budget



Developing our Local
Nature Recovery Strategy

* Understanding the use and function of all of our assets
* Understanding the habitat on all of our sites

* Looking at ways that we can re-wild all of our sites,
even the Dingle

* Having a robust strategy for the management of trees

* Having a strong approach to the development of new
open space

* Using the planning system to recommend change

» Offering our sites as Biodiversity Net Gain
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Follow the paths
“— around the park!

Welcome to
Copthorne Park
Countryside Site

Managed by Shrewsbury Town Council’s Countryside and
Greenspace team, Copthome Park is one of the town's larger

sites at nearly 6 hectares in size. The park was taken over by the

then Borough Council in 1945 and designated as a Countryside
Site in 1891 in recognition of its importance to wildlife.

In 2022 a 'Friands of Copthoma Park’ group
of kcal residants wes formed which hae been
activa in maintaining and impraving the pathe
that wind their way through the site and
ngererally promoting the atiractions

of this guiat yet baautiful park.

& forrer kocal resident who |ied in the arsa
intha 1980s sharad this raminiscenca:

Our garden backsd on & the falds, 50 we

spant lots of tims sadvanturing i and
arovnd them. Wa built 2 dan and rope
SWINg on ong of the big trees — | drossed
it with lots of omamants my grandmother
had given ms. | also ramamber faling in to
the swamp’ and my brother rescuing me!”
The ‘swamp’ refemred 1o is in fact a kettle hole
Ieft behind from the ice age! Them are two
inthe park.

Kettle holes

Kettls holes are thought to be remnante of the |aet ice age
around 10,000 yaars ago. The glaciers that once coverad the

R.iK2

Ta sae & shor vds

whaole of tha British Isles startad ta receda northwards. e ——
N . . . B fomad,scen this OR
Az the e malbed, it created daprassions in the ground which iR

eventually filled with water. Thesa ranged in eiza from the
amall pords & in Copthorre Park to large bodies of waker
which can be fourd all over the world

Kettle holea play an important rola in both the scology and

the history of the regions whene thay are found. Thay provide
hahitats for a variety of aquatic and semi-aquatic species

and heve besan used &3 sourcas of drinking watar and fishing
aords be humans far cemunea Uederstarding the formatian

Perennial Meadows

Thera ara threa perennial meadows within tha park, the most diverae of which is near o whers you ara
standing. This grasslard has provided donar sesd to projects for the Shopshire Wildl fe Trst, &3 wall
83 other Council nature mearves. July is the beat time 1o 6= the meadows, with the flawers in bloom
and the tipa of the grassas buzzing with bees and butterflies. Tha meadows ars managed by taking

8 hay cut onca tha flowers have set saed. This removes rutrients from the ground, which hampers
wead growth. The hay is usad to feed cattle aver the winter, who come out to graze our other nature

raganea in tha summear moritha.

Park users

Deapite being sited in & buzy residantial district surmounded
by howsing and roads, the Park is revarthelaes a quist refugs
ard iz well respected and cared for by locale and visitars
alke. Popular with dog walkara, wildlife watchars and thozs
just out for a stroll, you can walk 8 circular or ‘figuare of eight’
rauta depending on whether you oroas the amall bridps

off the main patteway parallel to Copthome Padk {the road)

The Friendz of Capthome Park group organises regular
wark partias ta help improve footpathe by bark spreading.
Due to the oftan boggy ground conditions, the paths can

quickly becoma watarogged in poor weather. With the Ta ol he F“'mr-'
caoperation of tha Town Council, many tons of bark ars mn;:"ﬂ: o
laid arnually by volurtesrs to try and keep the routas with your phana:

opan throughout the yaar.

Look out for:
Cowslips

The Cowslip iz one of our bast-lowad wildflowers, and in
addition to its baauty it has a wonderful scent Look out for
thiem from aarly spring in tha largest maadow on the park.
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